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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70.16 and 70.17).): 

Description, pages: 

4-8 as originally filed 

1-3 as received on 12/09/2000 with letter of 08/09/2000 
Claims, No.: 

1-14 as received on 12/09/2000 with letter of 08/09/2000 
Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 

considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, jf . necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6, 9, 10, 13, 14 




No: 


Claims 


7, 8, 11, 12 


Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-6 




No: 


Claims 


7-14 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-14 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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5.0 With reference to Section V 

5.1 Reference is made to the following documents:- 

D1 : WO 80 02757 A (WINDERLICH H ;STOCKBURGER H (DE)) 1 1 December 

1980(1980-12-11) 
D2: US-A-5 768 384 (BERSON WILLIAM) 1 6 June 1 998 (1 998-06-1 6) 

This numbering will be adhered to throughout the application process. 

5.2 Independent claim 1 describes a method of verifying the authenticity of goods, by 
means of public data and a security code applied to the goods. The document D1 
(in particular Figure 1a and corresponding text) is regarded as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 

A method of verifying the authenticity of goods (see Abstract), wherein a set of 
public data (13) and a security code (14), which has been derived from said public 
data by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm (page 7, lines 27-31), are 
applied to the goods (11) and, upon receiving a request for verification, the public 
data applied to the goods is entered into a predetermined encryption algorithm to 
generate a verification code (page 10, lines 15-18) which is then compared to the 
security code to authenticate the goods (page 10, lines 19-28). 

The difference between claim 1 and D1 is that the security code is generated 
using private data sets as well as the public data. To verify the goods, each 
private data set is entered into the encryption algorithm along with the public data. 
This generates a list of verification codes which are then compared with the 
security code. 

This has both the advantage of increasing the security of the method (because 
potential counterfeiters would not have access to the private data) and also 
allowing the verifier to authenticate the goods without knowing beforehand which 
of the private data sets was used, thus allowing extra information about the goods 
to be determined. 
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D2 teaches including private data into the generation of the security/verification 
codes (see claim 1), but there is no suggestion to the skilled person from any of 
the prior art to hand of the generation of multiple verification codes for comparison 
with the security code. 

Consequently, claim 1 meets the requirements of Article 33(2) and (3) PCT, in that 
it is both novel and has an inventive step. 

5.3 Dependent claims 2-6 represent advantageous embodiments of the invention of 
claim 1 , and therefore also meet the requirements of Article 33 PCT. 

5.4 Independent claims 7 and 1 1 , and their dependent claims 8 and 12 fail to meet 
the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT because they lack novelty. The origin of the 
private data is not a technical feature (and anyway any set of data could also be 
classed as a plurality of sets) and therefore does not distance the claims from D1 . 
As is clear from Section 5.2, all remaining features are disclosed in D1 . The 
feature of claims 8 and 12 is also known from D1 (see page 4, lines 14-17). 

5.5 Dependent claims 9, 10, 13, and 14 are not inventive (Article 33(3) PCT) because 
they describe constructional details that are well known in the state of the art, and 
which would be selected by the skilled person according to individual 
requirements and circumstances. 

5.6 The industrial applicability of all of the claims is self-evident, thus complying with 
the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT. 

7.0 With reference to Section VII 

7.1 The predetermined encryption algorithm in lines 7 of claim 1 should have the 
definite article. 

7.2 Claim 5 should have referred to the private data sets rather than the private data. 

7.3 The feature that 'a security code is applied to the goods' is known from D1 , and 
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should therefore be in the preamble of the independent claims (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 
Additionally, the features of the preambles of these claims are not provided with 
reference signs placed in parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 
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VERIFICATION METHOD 

The present invention relates to a verification method and in particular, but not 
exclusively, to a method of verifying products to ensure that they are genuine and not 
counterfeit. The invention also relates to a method of marking goods for verification 
5 purposes and to goods marked for verification purposes. 

The problem of counterfeiting is enormous and affects a wide range of goods including, 
for example, pharmaceuticals and spare parts for aircraft. Counterfeiting is not only bad 
for the producer of genuine goods, resulting in lost sales and possible damage to 
reputation and goodwill, but can also result in danger to the public if the counterfeit goods 
1 0 are not up to the quality of the genuine goods. For example, counterfeit pharmaceuticals 
may be ineffective or contain harmful substances and counterfeit aircraft parts may fail 
during use. 

The sophistication of counterfeiting methods is such that it is often difficult or impossible 
for the consumer, wholesaler, retailer, importer or distributor to tell whether the goods 
1 5 are genuine or counterfeit, and usually there is no way of verifying the authenticity of the 
goods. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a verification method and a method of marking 
goods for verification purposes that mitigates at least some of the aforesaid problems. 

According to the present invention there is provided a method of verifying the authenticity 
20 of goods, wherein: 

a set of public data and a security code are applied to the goods, said security code 
having been derived from said public data by means of a predetermined encryption 
algorithm; 

and, upon receiving a request for verification, the public data applied to the goods 
25 is entered into said predetermined encryption algorithm to generate a verification code, 
and said verification code is compared with the security code applied to the goods to 
assess the authenticity of goods. 
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The set of public data and the security code may be applied to the goods themselves or 
to packaging for the goods and the invention as defined by claim 1 is intended to include 
both of these possibilities. 

The method allows the authenticity of the goods to be verified very quickly and simply, 
5 for example by means of a telephone call to the verifier. Counterfeiting of the goods is 
made very difficult by the fact that each goods item carries a unique security code number. 
The security code can be applied to the goods by ordinary printing processes at minimal 
cost. The need for expensive security devices such as holograms is avoided. 

Advantageously, said security code is derived from said public data applied to the goods 
10 and private data held by the verifier and, upon receiving a request for verification, the 
public data applied to the goods and private data held by the verifier are entered into said 
predetermined encryption algorithm to generate a verification code, and said verification 
code is compared with the security code applied to the goods to assess the authenticity 
of goods. 

15 The verifier may be either the manufacturer or any other body authorised by the 
manufacturer and the term "verifier" as used in the claims is intended to include any such 
body. 

The private data may be related to public data, for example to batch number, so enabling 
the verifier to assign different sets of private data to different batches of products. Then, 
20 when a request for verification is received, the verifier can select the appropriate set of 
private data for the particular goods for which verification has been requested. 

The use of private data in addition to the public data applied to the goods increases the 
security of the encryption process, making it more difficult to counterfeit the goods. 

Advantageously, said private data includes a plurality of private data sets and, upon 
25 receiving a request for verification, each private data set is entered into said predetermined 
encryption algorithm together with the public data applied to the goods to generate a list 
of verification codes, and said list of verification codes is compared with the security code 
applied to the goods to assess the authenticity of goods. 



10 



15 



The public data may include a batch number and/or date information, for example the 
expiry date or the manufacturing date and time. 

The private data may include an item number, allowing the verifier to identify the goods 
item in question, or it may be a random or pseudo-random number. 

Advantageously, the public data and the security code is applied to the goods by means 
of a digital printing process and is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods. 
This makes it more difficult for the goods to be counterfeited using plate-based printing 
techniques. 

Advantageously, the public data and the security code is incorporated into the design 
printed onto the goods as reversed out characters, blends or tints. This makes it more 
difficult for the goods to be counterfeited using over-printing or over-coding techniques. 

According to a further aspect of the invention there is provided a method marking goods 
to enable the authenticity of those goods to be verified, wherein a set of public data and 
a security code are applied to the goods, said security code having been derived by means 
of a predetermined encryption algorithm from said public data applied to the goods and 
a plurality of private data sets held by a verifier. 



According to a further aspect of the invention there are provided goods marked for 
verificationpurposes, each of said goods including a set of public data and a security code 
applied to the goods, said security code having been derived by means of a predetermined 
20 encryption algorithm from said public data applied to the goods and a plurality of private 
data sets held by a verifier. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of example with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a medicine packet that has been marked for verification 
25 purposes, 



Fig. 2 represents schematically a method of marking goods for verification purposes, and 
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* 

Claims 

1 . A method of verifying the authenticity of goods, wherein: 

a set of public data and a security code are applied to the goods, said security code 
having been derived from said public data by means of a predetermined encryption 
5 algorithm; 

and, upon receiving a request for verification, the public data applied to the goods 
is entered into said predetermined encryption algorithm to generate a verification code, 
and said verification code is compared with the security code applied to the goods to 
assess the authenticity of goods. 

10 2. A method according to claim 1, wherein said security code is derived from said 
public data applied to the goods and private data held by the verifier and, upon receiving 
a request for verification, the public data applied to the goods and private data held by the 
verifier are entered into said predetermined encryption algorithm to generate a verification 
code, and said verification code is compared with the security code applied to the goods 

15 to assess the authenticity of goods. 

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein said private data includes a plurality of 
private data sets and, upon receiving a request for verification, each private data set is 
entered into said predetermined encryption algorithm together with the public data applied 
to the goods to generate a list of verification codes, and said list of verification codes is 

20 compared with the security code applied to the goods to assess the authenticity of goods. 

4. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the verifier 
maintains a log of requests for verification and, upon receiving a request for verification, 
compares the public data applied to the goods with the data held in the log to assess the 
authenticity of goods. 

25 5. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the public data 
includes a batch number. 
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6. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the public data 
includes date information. 

7. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the private data 
includes an item number. 

5 8. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said public data 
and said private data is applied to the goods by means of a digital printing process and is 
incorporated into the design printed onto the goods. 

9. A method according to claim 8, wherein said public data and said private data is 
incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed out characters, blends or 

10 tints. 

10. A method marking goods to enable the authenticity of those goods to be verified, 
wherein a set of public data and a security code are applied to the goods, said security 
code having been derived from said public data by means of a predetermined encryption 
algorithm. 

15 11. A method according to claim 1 0, wherein the public data includes a batch number. 

12. A method according to claim 1 0 or claim 1 1 , wherein the public data includes date 
information. 

13. A method according to any one of claims 10 to 12, wherein said public data and 
said private data is applied to the goods by means of a digital printing process and is 

20 incorporated into the design printed onto the goods. 

14. A method according to any one of claims 10 to 13, wherein said public data and 
said private data is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed out 
characters, blends or tints. 



25 



15. Goods marked for verification purposes, each of said goods including a set of 
public data and a security code applied to the goods, said security code having been 
derived from said public data by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm. 
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] 6. Goods accordinglo claim 15, wherein the public data includes a batch number. 

17. Goods according to claim 15 or claim 16, wherein the public data includes date 
information. 

1 8. Goods according to any one of claims 1 5 to 1 7, wherein said public data and said 
5 private data is applied to the goods by means of a digital printing process and is 

incorporated into the design printed onto the goods. 

19. Goods according to any one of claims 1 5 to 1 8, wherein said public data and said 
private data is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed out 
characters, blends or tints. 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . This report has been drawn on the basis of (substitute sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in 
response to an invitation under Articie 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to 
the report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17).): 
Description, pages: 

4-8 as originally filed 

1 _ 3 as received on 1 2/09/2000 with letter of 08/09/2000 
Claims, No.: 

-I .-1 4 as received on 1 2/09/2000 with letter of 08/09/2000 
Drawings, sheets: 

1/3-3/3 as originally filed 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
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□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 1-6, 9, 10, 13, 14 

No: Claims 7,8,11,12 

Inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 1-6 

No: Claims 7-14 

Industrial applicability (IA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 4 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 

VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 
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5.0 With reference to Section V 

5.1 Reference is made to the following documents:- 

D1 : WO 80 02757 A (WINDERLICH H ;STOCKBURGER H (DE)) 1 1 December 

1980 (1980-12-11) 
D2: US-A-5 768 384 (BERSON WILLIAM) 16 June 1998 (1998-06-16) 

This numbering will be adhered to throughout the application process. 

5.2 Independent claim 1 describes a method of verifying the authenticity of goods, by 
means of public data and a security code applied to the goods. The document D1 
(in particular Figure 1a and corresponding text) is regarded as being the closest 
prior art to the subject-matter of claim 1 , and discloses (the references in 
parentheses applying to this document): 

A method of verifying the authenticity of goods (see Abstract), wherein a set of 
public data (13) and a security code (14), which has been derived from said public 
data by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm (page 7, lines 27-31), are 
applied to the goods (11) and, upon receiving a request for verification, the public 
data applied to the goods is entered into a predetermined encryption algorithm to 
generate a verification code (page 10, lines 15-18) which is then compared to the 
security code to authenticate the goods (page 10, lines 19-28). 

The difference between claim 1 and D1 is that the security code is generated 
using private data sets as well as the public data. To verify the goods, each 
private data set is entered into the encryption algorithm along with the public data. 
This generates a list of verification codes which are then compared with the 
security code. 

This has both the advantage of increasing the security of the method (because 
potential counterfeiters would not have access to the private data) and also 
allowing the verifier to authenticate the goods without knowing beforehand which 
of the private data sets was used, thus allowing extra information about the goods 
to be determined. 
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D2 teaches including private data into the generation of the security/verification 
codes (see claim 1), but there is no suggestion to the skilled person from any of 
the prior art to hand of the generation of multiple verification codes for comparison 
with the security code. 

Consequently, claim 1 meets the requirements of Article 33(2) and (3) PCT, in that 
it is both novel and has an inventive step. 

5.3 Dependent claims 2-6 represent advantageous embodiments of the invention of 
claim 1 , and therefore also meet the requirements of Article 33 PCT. 

5.4 Independent claims 7 and 1 1 , and their dependent claims 8 and 12 fail to meet 
the requirements of Article 33(2) PCT because they lack novelty. The origin of the 
private data is not a technical feature (and anyway any set of data could also be 
classed as a plurality of sets) and therefore does not distance the claims from D1 . 
As is clear from Section 5.2, all remaining features are disclosed in D1 . The 
feature of claims 8 and 12 is also known from D1 (see page 4, lines 14-17). 

5.5 Dependent claims 9, 10, 13, and 14 are not inventive (Article 33(3) PCT) because 
they describe constructional details that are well known in the state of the art, and 
which would be selected by the skilled person according to individual 
requirements and circumstances. 

5.6 The industrial applicability of all of the claims is self-evident, thus complying with 
the requirements of Article 33(4) PCT. 

7.0 With reference to Section VII 

7.1 The predetermined encryption algorithm in lines 7 of claim 1 should have the 
definite article. 

7.2 Claim 5 should have referred to the private data sets rather than the private data. 

7.3 The feature that 'a security code is applied to the goods' is known from D1 , and 
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should therefore be in the preamble of the independent claims (Rule 6.3(b) PCT). 
Additionally, the features of the preambles of these claims are not provided with 
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VERIFICATION METHOD 

The present invention relates to a verification method and in particular, but not 
exclusively, to a method of verifying products to ensure that they are genuine and not 
counterfeit The invention also relates to a method of marking goods for verification 
purposes and to goods marked for verification purposes. 

The problem of counterfeiting is enormous and affects a wide range of goods including, 
for example, pharmaceuticals and spare parts for aircraft. Counterfeiting is not only bad 
for the producer of genuine goods, resulting in lost sales and possible damage to 
reputation and goodwill, but can also result in danger to the public if the counterfeit goods 
are not up to the quality of the genuine goods. For example, counterfeit pharmaceuticals 
may be ineffective or contain harmful substances and counterfeit aircraft parts may foil 
during use. 

The sophistication of counterfeiting methods is such that it is often difficult or impossible 
for the consumer, wholesaler, retailer, importer or distributor to tell whether the goods 
are genuine or counterfeit, and usually there is no way of verifying the authenticity of the 
goods. 

WO 80/02757 describes a process for protecting sound recordings against counterfeiting. 
The sound recording carriers are marked with a first data set and a second data set that 
is related to the first data set An inspection device is provided, which determines whether 
the required relationship between the data sets applies. 

US 5,768,384 describes a system for identifying, authenticating and tracking 
manufactured articles. A label containing information relating to the articles is printed 
with an encrypted bar code developed from some or all of that information. In order to 
ascertain whether the article is genuine, the bar code is scanned and the encrypted 
information is retrieved and compared against information on the associated documents. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a verification method and a method of marking 
goods for verification purposes that mitigates at least some of the aforesaid problems. 
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According to the present invention there is provided a method of verifying the authenticity 
of goods, wherein a set of public data and a security code are applied to the goods, said 
security code having been derived by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm from 
said public data applied to the goods and a plurality of private data sets held by a verifier 
5 and, upon receiving a request for verification, each private data set is entered into said 
predetermined encryption algorithm together with the public *nt*i applied to the goods to 
generate a list of verification codes, and said list of verification codes is compared with 
the security code applied to the goods to assess the authenticity of goods. 

( The set of public data and the security code may be applied to the goods themselves or 

10 to packaging for the goods and the invention as defined by claim 1 is intended to include 
both of these possibilities. 

The method allows the authenticity of the goods to be verified very quickly and simply, 
for example by means of a telephone call to the verifier. Counterfeiting of the goods is 
made very difficult by the feet that each goods item carries a unique security code number. 
The security code can be applied to the goods by ordinary printing processes at minimal 
cost. The need for expensive security devices such as holograms is avoided. 

The verifier may be either the manufacturer or any other body authorised by the 
m anu fa cturer and the term "verifier" as used in the claims is intended to include any such 
body. 

The private data may be related to public data, for example to batch number, so enabling 
the verifier to assign different sets of private data to different batches of products. Then, 
when a request for verification is received, the verifier can select the appropriate set of 
private data for the particular goods for which verification has been requested. 

The use of private data in addition to the public data applied to the goods increases the 
security of the encryption process, making it more difficult to counterfeit the goods. 

Each set of private data may be unique for each goods item, enabling the item number to 
be identified. This can help the verifier to track the activities of counterfeiters. 
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The public data may include a batch number and/or date information, for example the 
expiry date or the manufacturing date and time. 

The private data may include an item number, allowing the verifier to identify the goods 
item in question, or it may be a random or pseudo-random number. 

5 Advantageously, the public data and the security code is applied to the goods by means 
of a digital prin t in g process and is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods. 
This makes it more difficult for the goods to be counterfeited using plate-based printing 
techniques. 

Advantageously, the public data and the security code is incorporated into the design 
10 printed onto the goods as reversed out characters, blends or tints. This makes it more 
difficult for the goods to be counterfeited using over-printing or over-coding techniques. 

According to a further aspect of the invention there is provided a method marlrrng goods 
to enable the authenticity of those goods to be verified, wherein a set of public data and 
a security code are applied to the goods, said security code having been derived by means 
15 of a predetermined encryption algorithm from said public d«t« applied to the goods and 
a plurality of private data sets held by a verifier. 

According to a further aspect of the invention there are provided goods marked for 
verification purposes, each of said goods including a set of public data and a security code 
applied to the goods, said security code having been derived by means of a predetermined 
20 encryption algorithm from said public data applied to the goods and a plurality of private 
data sets held by a verifier. 

Embodiments of the invention will now be described by way of example with reference 
to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a medicine packet that has been marked for verification 
25 purposes, 

Fig. 2 represents schematically a method of marking goods for verification purposes, and 
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Claims 

1. A method of verifying the authenticity of goods wherein a set of public data is 
applied to the goods and, upon receiving a request for verification, the public data applied 
to the goods is entered into a predetermined encryption algorithm to generate a 

5 verification code; characterised in that: 

a security code (10) is applied to the goods, said security code (10) having been 
derived by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm (14) from said public data (8) 
applied to the goods and a plurality of private data sets (12) held by a verifier, 

f: 

and, upon receiving a request for verification, each private data set ( 1 2) is entered 
10 into said predetermined encryption algorithm (14) together with the public data (8) 
applied to the goods to generate a list of verification codes (24), and said list of 
verification codes (24) is compared with the security code (10) applied to the goods to 
assess the authenticity of goods. 

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the verifier maintains a log (30) of 
15 requests for verification and, upon receiving a request for verification, compares the 

public data (8) applied to the goods with the data held in the log (30) to assess the 
authenticity of goods. 

( 3. A method according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the public data (8) includes a 

batch number. 

20 4. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the public data 
(8) includes date information. 

5. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein the private data 
(12) includes an item number. 

6. A method according to any one of the preceding claims, wherein said public data 
25 (8) and said security code (10) is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as 

reversed out characters, blends or tints. 
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7. A method of marking goods to enable the authenticity of those goods to be 
verified, wherein a set of public data is applied to the goods for use in a subsequent 
verification process; characterised in that a security code (1 0) is applied to the goods, said 
security code (10) having been derived by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm 
(14) from said public data (8) applied to the goods and a plurality of private fat* sets (12) 
held by a verifier. 

8. A method according to claim 7, wherein the public data (8) includes a batch 
number. 

9. A method according to claim 7 or claim 8, wherein the public data (8) includes 
date information. 

10. A method according to any one of claims 7 to 9, wherein said public data (8) and " 
said security code (10) is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed 
out characters, blends or tints. 

11. Goods marked for verification purposes, each of said goods including a set of 
public data applied to the go ods for use in a subsequent verification process; characterised 
in that each of said goods includes a security code (10) applied to the goods, said security 
code (10) having been derived by means of a predetermined encryption algorithm from 
said public data (8) applied to the goods and a plurality of private data (12) sets held by 
a verifier. 

1 2. Goods according to claim 1 1 , wherein the public data (8) includes a batch number, 

13. Goods according to claim 11 or claim 12, whereinthe public data (8) includes date 
information. 

14. Goods according to any one of claims 1 1 to 13, wherein said public data (8) and 
said security code (1 0) is incorporated into the design printed onto the goods as reversed 
out characters, blends or tints. 
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20-05-1981 












JP 


56500784 


T 


11-06-1981 












SE 


8100649 


A 




US 


5432506 


A 


11-07- 


-1995 


NONE 








us 


C ~I C Q 1 O A 

5/08384 


A 


16-06- 


-1998 


NONE 








us 


0001 CO 


A 


07-02- 


•1995 


CA 
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A,C 


21-05-1994 












EP 


0600646 


A 


08-06-1994 












JP 


7005809 


A 


10-01-1995 


EP 


0889448 


A 


07-01- 


1999 


NONE 








US 
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A 


03-09- 
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IL 
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A 


15-10-1975 












DE 


2237911 


A 


01-03-1973 












FR 
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A 


30-03-1973 












JP 


48026346 


A 


06-04-1973 












NL 


7210717 


A 


07-02-1973 
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